An infant with diaphragmatic eventration and respiratory distress.
The authors report a rare case of partial diaphragmatic eventration in a 4-month-old infant with recurrent wheezing and low serum IgA values. Because of persistent respiratory symptoms after therapy with inhaled short-acting beta2 agonists and inhaled nebulized corticosteroids, surgery was undertaken to correct the defect. Despite surgery, the clinical symptoms did not improve. Consequently, gatroesophagel reflux was considered and the diagnosis was confirmed with pH-metry, after which the infant was started on a protonic pump inhibitor therapy (PPI), achieving clinical improvement. Our experience suggests that in infants with congenital diaphragmatic eventration who present with respiratory distress gastro-oesophageal reflux should be suspected, and PPI therapy should be started before planning surgery.